.
The Humber islands

Lising soil dug aut from construction projects the city is considering a plan
to build giant islands at the mouth of the Humber River. The lslands would
extend about one kllometre from shore and would help to improve water

quality alang city beach
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Man—made lsles
to clean up beach

Soil dumped in lake
would deflect polluted
water from the shore

PALL MOLONKEY
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The earth dug out for the Eglinton
lightrafl transit line could be turned
into islands in Lake Ontario,

At least that’s one proposal as the
city congiders ways to improve the
water quality off some of Toronto's
Lake Ontario beaches.

The string of islands would goinat
the mowth of the Humaber Riverand
extend about one kilometre from
shore. The plan wonld take clean fill
from comstruction jobs to build a
solid earth barrier underwater that
would deflect polluted Humber
River water out into the lake and
away from Sunizyside Beach,

Above the water, the feature
would look like a string of smeall
islands that could be
support wildlife and be accessible

to the public, city councillors on the

In 2002, the city opened the West- |
em Beaches Tunnel, which cap-
tures polluted stormewater runoffso
that it can be treated. That has im-
proved Sunnyside water quality but
not enough to qualify as a hlue flag
swimming beach. The designation
is given to beaches that meet strict
criteria for water qoality and envi-
ronmental management
“You could design this to

have pedestrians come out

to the islands. You could -
connect the islands. There's
many ways to design them,
we could make it a very
attractive feature.”

LOU Di GIRCNIMD
TORONTOD WATER GENERAL
MAMAGER

Diverting the Humber River flow
away from Sunnyside would allow




public works committee were told

Tuesday.

*You conld design this to have pe-
destrians come out to the islands”
said Toronto Water general manag-
er Lou Di Gironimo. “You could
connect the islands. There’s many
ways to design them, we could
make it a very attractive feature.”

Final plans would depend onwhat
comes out of a $3 million environ-
mental assessment of the Humber
conceptand a similar planto build a
storrowater management wetland

at the Ashbridge’s Bay sewage treat-
ment plant.

Diverting the Humber River flow
away from Sunmyside would allow

the beach to consistently meet .

swimming standards,

' The project would also provide a

home for up to 2 million cubic me-
tres of soil dug from construction
sites, and addiess the growing
shortage of places to put fill.

The city’s water depariment ex-
pects to generate 800,000 cubic
metres of clean fill over 10 years
from digging trenches fur water-
main and sewer projects. .

The Eph Crosstown transit

Eglinton
line alone is expected to produce |

another 800,000 cubic metres.

The water departments report |

said “contractors oow have to
transport esccavated material well
mately resulting in higher con-
struction costs for city projects as-
sociated with the increased haulage
costs and tipping fees.”
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