
ADVERTISEMENT

Lakeridge Citizens for Clean Water
has asked the candidates in Scugog’s
municipal election for their views on
commercial fill operations and the
Greenbank Airport.
Lakeridge Citizens for Clean Water is a grass roots organization
that started after discovering issues around the filling going on
at the Earthworx property on Lakeridge Rd. in 2010.

We have been working on the issues around fill operations since
that time and have helped to draft a model site-alteration by-
law, much of which was incorporated into Scugog’s own by-law
in 2015.

We support Scugog’s by-law and the time, effort and expertise
that went in to drafting it.

It is a by-law that recognizes the issues around commercial fill
operations, and prohibits them from the Township. Commercial
fill is defined in the Scugog by-law as a large scale alteration
which meets one or more of the following criteria:

• the placing or dumping of fill is for commercial benefit or gain,
whether for the owner or occupier of the land or for a third party,
including the placing or dumping of fill involving remuneration
paid, or any other form of consideration provided, to the owner
or occupier of the land or a third party, whether or not the
remuneration or consideration is the sole reason for the placing
or dumping of the fill;

• the placing or dumping of fill is for a commercial purpose;

• greater than ten thousand (10,000) cubic metres of fill is being
placed or dumped within a twelve (12) month period; (about
1000 tri-axle truck loads)

• the fill is obtained from more than one source site and there is
no Fill Management Plan in effect;

• the fill is generated as a function of a waste soil treatment
and/or remediation facility, whether or not such facility is
operated under an Environmental Compliance Approval issued
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change.

The Earthworx site in Scugog remains a concern with having
imported significant amounts of soil, some of which was tested
and contains unacceptable levels of contaminants such as
cyanide and benzene. There was, at one time, an offer to clean
the site up only if more fill could be brought in. LCCW strongly
objects to any negotiation that would have this outcome. We
understand this same type of offer may be in place for the
Greenbank site. Again, we would oppose this. Remediation of a
site is the responsibility of the polluter.

As members of the Provincial Excess Soil Engagement Group
working on new provincial regulations regarding excess soils in
Ontario, we will continue to advocate for the responsible and
sustainable management of these soils. We will continue to
work with the Township to ensure we protect land and water
and the citizens who depend on these precious resources.

We would like to thank our current council for their service to
our community and appreciate those who have put their name
in to serve. We look forward to working with you.

Please answer the following question in 150
words or less. “The Greenbank Airport started
accepting large quantities of fill in 2012 stating that an
airport renovation was underway. Although the filling
process was held by some to be a model operation,
the new council of 2014 wanted to understand
what they had inherited and conducted borehole
sampling on the site. The results revealed significant
exceedances in agreed upon standards for various
contaminants. The site has been closed to fill since
2015 on Council’s authority but the contaminants
remain. Legal action is being taken on both sides by
the Township and by the property owner. As a voice
on council, what would be your short and long term
goals for this site?”
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Bobbie Drew: “Short term Goal: Settle the legal action in a way that best benefits the Township
Long term Goal: Ensure all fill operations comply with the site alteration by-law.”

Betty Somerville: “In the short term, I intend to ensure that the site remains closed and that the soil
which has already been shown to have exceedances is, preferably, removed or, if possible and verifiable,
remediated on site. I also want to see additional sampling to ensure all soil on the site with contaminants
exceeding agreed limits is identified and dealt with. The people who brought in the soil that did not meet
the agreed standards must correct the problem they created in our Greenbelt agricultural environment.

In the longer term, I want the site landscaped with proper drainage ensured and a monitoring program
established for water leaving the site. The Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks,
and other Ministries, must establish robust policies for managing excess soil for the safety of future
generations.“

Marc Gibbons: “In my opinion, the Township should pursue its countersuit against the property
owners. A criminal investigation should also be held into the fill practice. Under no circumstance should
operations, other than rehabilitation, be allowed to return to this site.”

Don Kett: “I can’t get into details regarding this, as I don’t want to jeopardize the municipality’s position
in any way.”

Wilma Wotten: No response was provided.

Dwayne Marrison: No response was provided.

Candidates for Ward 1 Councillor

John Debono: “Short term - if possible, containment of the contaminants such that they do not leach into
ground water and become health hazards in conjunction with investigation into site remediation. Longterm -
remediate the site.”

Jim Howard: “Short term thoughts; To educate myself of the most recent events, information and
communications centred around the matter; for certainty, the events taking place between December
2014- to current. Most of the current information has been communicated in camera to current council
members via Legal Council updates. Updated information would be critical!!! The long-term goals: To bring
the property up to acceptable standards. Options could include; soil remediation, appealing further land
usage restriction, legal acquisition of the property, including; remediation & equity partnerships. To say the
least! It shall be resolved.”

David LeRoy: “I am opposed to any further dumping of any fill at the Greenbank site. In my view, this
operation was never intended to be an airport, and never will be. I will oppose any attempt to justify more
fill to “complete” the airport. Currently, the Township is being sued by the operators of the airport, and
in return, the Township has launched a counter-suit for remediation. This legal process will likely result in
some form of remediation of the site, or the abandonment of the project. In either case, the Township needs
to be prepared to enforce compliance with its bylaws, to establish a program of site monitoring, and to plan
for rehabilitation of the landscape.”

Ian McDougall: “I have no intention of changing the direction of having the fate of the site decided in court.
In the long run, I do not have a problem with it being an air strip like the one that was there when I was a
boy. I believe that there is more than enough fill on site, that once treated, properly placed and compacted,
suitable airstrips can be completed.”

To see all questions posed and responses from all candidates,
please go to the LCCW website http://lakeridgecitizens.ca
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