
 Greenbank Airport Question 
Candidate Question: Please answer the following question in 150 words or less. 

The Greenbank Airport started accepting large quantities of fill in 2012 stating that an airport renovation was 

underway. Although the filling process was held by some to be a model operation, the new council of 2014 

wanted to understand what they had inherited and conducted borehole sampling on the site.  The results 

revealed significant exceedances in agreed upon standards for various contaminants.  The site has been closed to 

fill since 2015 on council’s authority but the contaminants remain. Legal action is being taken on both sides by 

the Township and by the property owner. As a voice on council, what would be your short and long term goals 

be for this site?  

 

Candidates for Mayor 
Bobbie Drew Short term Goal:  Settle the legal action in a way that best benefits the Township/ 

Long term Goal:  Ensure all fill operations comply with the site alteration by-law. 

Betty Somerville 

 

In the short term, I intend to ensure that the site remains closed and that the soil which has already been shown to have 

exceedances is, preferably, removed or, if possible and verifiable, remediated on site.  I also want to see additional 

sampling to ensure all soil on the site with contaminants exceeding agreed limits is identified and dealt with.  The 

people who brought in the soil that did not meet the agreed standards must correct the problem they created in our 

Greenbelt agricultural environment. 

In the longer term, I want the site landscaped with proper drainage ensured and a monitoring program established for 

water leaving the site.  The Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, and other Ministries, must 

establish robust policies for managing excess soil for the safety of future generations.   

 

Candidates for Regional Councillor 
Marc Gibbons In my opinion, the Township should pursue its countersuit against the property owners. A criminal investigation should 

also be held into the fill practice. Under no circumstance should operations, other than rehabilitation, be allowed to 

return to this site. 

Don Kett 

 

I can't get into details regarding this, as I don't want to jeopardize the municipality's position in any way.  

Dwayne 

Marrison 

No response provided. 

Wilma Wotten No response provided. 

Ward candidates below  



 

Candidates for Ward 1 
John Debono Short term - if possible, containment of the contaminants such that they do not leach into ground water and become 

health hazards in conjunction with investigation into site remediation. Longterm - remediate the site.  

Jim Howard 

 

Short term thoughts; To educate myself of the most recent events, information and communications centred around the 

matter; for certainty, the events taking place between December 2014- to current. Most of the current information has 

been communicated in camera to current council members via Legal Council updates. Updated information would be 

critical!!!  The long-term goals: To bring the property up acceptable standards. Options could include; soil remediation, 

appealing further land usage restriction, legal acquisition of the property, including; remediation & equity partnerships.    

To say the least!  It shall be resolved. 

David LeRoy 

 

 

 

 

 

I am opposed to any further dumping of any fill at the Greenbank site.  In my view, this operation was never intended to 

be an airport, and never will be. I will oppose any attempt to justify more fill to “complete” the airport. Currently, the 

Township is being sued by the operators of the airport, and in return, the Township has launched a counter-suit for 

remediation.  This legal process will likely result in some form of remediation of the site, or the abandonment of the 

project. In either case, the Township needs to be prepared to enforce compliance with its bylaws, to establish a program 

of site monitoring, and to plan for rehabilitation of the landscape.  

Ian Mcdougall 

 

 

I have no intention of changing the direction of having the fate of the site decided in court.   In the long run, I do not 

have a problem with it being an air strip like the one that was there when I was a boy.  I believe that there is more than 

enough fill on site, that once treated, properly placed and compacted, suitable airstrips can be completed.   

Other wards below  



 

Candidates for Ward 2 
Jana Guido  

  

First and foremost, the safety of our residents especially those directly impacted is paramount. It has been years of 

worry, disappointment and despair for them. From a short term perspective, we have the current legal action which 

needs to be addressed and finalized, without the outcome of litigation it is very difficult to plan for the future. For the 

long term goal, remediation of the site.... period. 

Tony Janssen  No response provided. 

Cindy Sutch 

 

I attended the Large Scale Symposium in 2012. and as a councillor commit to attending future meetings on this topic. I 

want to assure our Scugog community that our drinking water is safe for future generations.  As a long time active 

supporter of environmental protection of the Oak Ridges Moraine, I am fully supportive of a clean-up of the Greenbank 

Airport site. Although I am not completely familiar with all current activities, I would support, in the short term, goals 

that would ensure no off site contamination of landowners wells through a monitoring. Long term goals would be for 

the clean up of the entire site. I am supportive of the current legal action being taken by Scugog Council. I am also 

supportive of OSRTF recommendations for broader fill management and regulations that would prohibit future 

contamination of sites across Ontario. 

 

Candidates for Ward 3 
Charlotte Hale  No response provided. 

Angus Ross No response provided. 

 

Candidates for Ward 4 
Jennifer Bankay No response provided. 
Deborah 

Kiezebrink 

No response provided. 

Tara-Lyn Mappin No response provided. 

Chris Turner No response provided. 

Ward 5 below  



 

Candidates for Ward 5 
Jennifer Back 

 
I was studying council prior to the 2014 election campaign.  What struck me was a deputation from Carmela Marshall, 

with evidence that there were exceedances of the previous fill by-law at the time.  Carmella pleaded with the former 

council to test the soil.  She was met by inaction and even disdain for her as a resident asking these questions.   

I was part of the members of council that held an emergency meeting to order bore hole testing.  I believed we needed 

to get the facts in order to make informed decisions moving forward.  The tests revealed exceedances, the Township 

ordered remediation which did not occur. 

As a resident, I clearly recall the reports of the Lakeridge site and the money spent on legal fees to shut it down.  I was 

also alarmed that the second site could be opened so soon after.  I firmly believe the residents of Greenbank should have 

been consulted as well as pilots and owners of small planes, prior to the Greenbank agreement was signed.   

Going forward, I do not want to see further instances of fill entering our Township with exceedances.  I do not want to 

see a pattern of behaviour that could see our Township having multiple locations of fill that exceeds our fill by-law 

requirements.  We need to ensure that our soil, water (both ground and rivers and lakes) as well as the environment in 

general are protected for today and our next seven generations after us.  We owe it to our children and future 

grandchildren to leave a positive environmental legacy.   
Lance Brown 

 
My understanding is that it is in litigation.  Respectfully, my response would depend entirely upon the results of that 

litigation. 
Tracy McGarry This is now in the hands of the court, and we must vigorously continue to hold those responsible for the damage to the site. 

Regardless of the court outcome, no development of any type should ever be permitted at that location again. It should be added to 

Greenbelt Inclusion, for no further development. Period.  

 


