
Question to Ward 1 Candidates from LCCW 

A brief description of our organization and the compliance issues at the Greenbank airport were 

given. The question was then asked: 

“We have very justified concerns regarding any large filling operations in this Township going 

forward given the track record of this Township's dealings with such sites to date. 

Therefore, we are asking what is your stand on this issue and how are you proposing to tackle 

this situation?” 

Responses are listed in the order they were received.  

Candidate Joe Mahoney 

Hi Carmela, 

  

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to address the issues around the Greenbank fill site. 

 It is of my firm belief that continuing the PLC advisory committee on the local level and 

working with the other levels of government to rectify the issues facing the Greenbank airport, 

will only prove to be minimal and long term.  A good example of this is, LCCW's continual 

appeals over the last four years, have only produced suggested guidelines from the MOE with 

implementation left to the discretion of the townships.  This is not acceptable. 

  

We need action and we need it now.  The township has to establish strict protocol, consistent 

enforcement, and transparency.  There has to be tough consequences for the proponent if terms 

of the fill agreement are not met.  We as a township must be prepared to pull the fill permit until 

the violation of the agreement is rectified. 

  

To protect the quality of life and safety of our residents from contamination of soil or drinking 

water, we must set up frequent independent testing and auditing of the operation at the 

proponents' expense.  

  

I believe Ward 1 needs a strong clear voice demanding the Township make the necessary 

changes to the up and coming fill permit agreement in January and adhere to them.  We can no 

longer wait for the other levels of government to take action and the municipality must realize 

they have the power, through the agreement of the fill permit, to ensure the immediate safety of 

our residents. 

  

Thank you for this opportunity and I hope the residents of Ward 1 give me the permission to be 

that strong, clear voice. 

  

Sincerely, 

Joe Mahoney 

  

 

 



Response from Candidate Tony Janssen 

Hi Carmela 

Sorry for not getting your first message. It seems to have gone to my Spam Folder. 

The answer to your question of what my first priority is in regards to fill in Scugog as well as the 

Greenbank fill situation is our environment and having clean Drinking water. 

 I feel the township has not been a strong enough voice to the Provincial and Federal  

Goverments to control fill dumping. I feel it may have become a source of income to support the 

township instead they should be developing there industrial lands that will bring in more taxes 

and create jobs to keep people employed. 

 I have set up meetings to discuss the fill issues of Scugog with Erin Otoole and 

Anderson Granville to see what can be done  

To fix this issue for the future and how to get 

Better control of what has been allowed to date. 

  Seeing that the town had allowed this, they should be hiring their own inspector to keep  

On top of the fill coming in instead of leaving  

To the site owner GLS in this case to look after it themselves Which I feel they are not doing 

properly. 

I hope this clarify's my position on this issue. 

Thanks Tony Janssen. 

 

Response from Candidate Scott Burke 

Hello Carmela, 

Thank you for contacting me regarding your organization and such an important issue as the 

Greenbank airport. As a long time resident of Scugog, the Greenbank airport fill operation was 

actually the tipping point for me to nominate for Scugog Ward Councillor. There are this and 

other issues facing Ward 1, such as the condition of rural roads (including the bridge 'out' on the 

8th), and so on that need more of a spotlight at council than downtown waterfront revitalization 

projects. It is important to note that my in-laws (and friends) live in Ward 1, and while I am 

currently a Ward 5 resident (with parents in Ward 2), it is certainly our intention to return to a 

rural setting. Having lived on a farm property with well and septic previously, we know firsthand 

how important it is to protect groundwater quality. 

The Township's lack of response to non-compliance issues is not acceptable. In great measure, I 

am motivated to run for Ward 1 Councillor so that I can have a direct hand in overcoming this 

reluctance to enforce agreed upon requirements. At the very least, the owner of the Greenbank 

airport must be compelled to comply with the requirements put in place to protect the 

environment. I believe a combination of my experience as an engineer along with the mandate 

afforded a Councillor would allow me to make an impact on this issue. 

Again, thank you for contacting me. I would be pleased to meet with you or your group to 

discuss further, and interested to know if your research includes bylaws employed to safeguard 

land from commercial fill operations, or insight on exemptions for airports. 

Sincerely, Scott Burke 



Response from Candidate Betty Somerville 

 

This is the reason why I entered the Ward 1 Councillor election.  I live close to this site as well 

as I have to go by several times a week as my parents also live close to this site on the south side. 

The Airport is problematic  with all three levels of government and must be dealt with each one 

in different ways.   

If I am elected as Ward councillor, my first plan of approach would be to contact Erin O’Toole, 

MP and set up a meeting.  From this meeting I would like the Ministry of Transport to come to 

Ward 1 and assess the amount of fill that has been dumped in the Airport area and the height of 

the fill that is now on the property.  As councillor, I would like to attend with the Engineers 

when they do their assessment as to how high the runway needs to be as well as the type of 

airplanes that will be allowed to use the runways.  This of course would be followed by a written 

report to Council.  The Federal Ministry of Transportation has never made an onsite visit since 

the fill  began to be dumped. 

The Provincial Government has also ignored the area and  have not made any policies as to the 

type of fill that is coming into the site with environmental checks.  We now have a new MPP, 

Granville Anderson who I will be in contact with and have the Provincial Ministry of Transport 

make some environmental changes to their policies.  Perhaps it would be of benefit to have the 

Ministry visit the site as well.   My concern is the source of fill and where  the wastewaters 

are going.  There needs to be more concern on behalf of the Provincial Government to be sure 

that the environment is not damaged.   

The Ministry of Transport also needs to step up on their observation of the roads.  The mud and 

dirt that has been left on the roads and on the side of the roads, the speed the truckers drive, the 

number of trucks that are using the roads and the maintenance of the roads.  The ministry has 

done very little until just lately when they have now set some rules on the entrance/exit of the 

airport and maintenance around the site.  As councillor, this needs to be addressed with the MTO 

for safety of the citizens who live nearby and use this road. 

Council needs to be more concerned with the issues arising from the Greenbank 

Airport.  They are presently having quarterly meeting with DLS to vent concerns from citizens, 

but the councillor needs to be more aggressive in his approach with the Federal government, the 

Provincial government and with the manager of the airport itself.  Management is not following 

through with issues that have been brought to their attention or that have been set out in 

the quality control plan.     I also feel that their permit should not be any more than 6 months in 

length and reviewed each 6 months on how they are handing the fill.    Scugog council need to 

have their own consultant to review the airport practices to be sure they are being adhered 

to.    Scugog council also needs to have more testing done on the fill that is coming in to be sure 

that it is not contaminated fill.   A gate also need to be on the entrance to stop any trucks from 

coming in after  hours to dump.  Who knows where those trucks and fill are coming from. 

Most residents were accepting of the expansion of the Greenbank Airport but to have it a 

dumping ground for the next couple of years is causing a lot of stress not to mention what it is 

doing to the environment.   Greenbank residents need to have some answers and to see a light at 

the end of the tunnel. 

 

Thanks Carmella and take care -  Betty Somerville 
 

 


