
Report:  Clean Soil Act support from candidates 

 

For the June 12, 2014 provincial election all candidates of the three main parties we asked by e-mail if 

they would support a Clean Soil Act.  The text is attached.  Of the 321 contacted by e-mail and web 

form, “Yes” replies were received from 12 of them as of 1:00 pm June 11. 

 

Lorne Kenney LIB  Simcoe-Grey 

Han Dong LIB  Trinity-Spadina 

Chris Jones NDP  Etobicoke-Centre 

Laura Bowman NDP  York-Simcoe 

Michael Prue NDP  Beaches-East York 

Paul Ferreira NDP  York South-Weston 

Shuja Syed NDP  Scarborough-Guildwood 

Jeff White PC  Mississauaga Erindale 

Julia Munro PC  York Simcoe 

Georgina  Thompson PC  Prince Edward-Hastings 

Monte Kwinter PC  York-Centre 

Ted Arnott PC  Wellington-Halton Hills 

 

There was a personalized letter from the NDP speaking for the party with a summary of their platform.  

It included the sentence,” We will take steps to protect Ontario’s clean air, clean water, and clean soil.”  

Chris Jones’ response included “This is a HUGE issue in our province.”  Julia Munro, Ted Arnott, and 

Laura Bowman included words of support based on our previous connections.  There were 5 replies that 

did not answer the question but presented the party’s platform.  Three e-mails had failed addresses.   

The e-mail addresses were obtained from the party’s main websites.  Twelve candidates who did not 

have e-mail addresses had web forms that were completed with the information.  The mailing was from 

OSRTF Ontario2014@osrtf.ca e-mail address. 

 

 

Ian McLaurin 

  



Subject: Would you support a Clean Soil Act? - 

 

Dear Candidate 

Throughout Ontario the Brownfields legislation and regulations (Ont. Reg. 153/04) has 

facilitated the cleanup and redevelopment of contaminated lands such as old gas stations and 

abandoned factories.  However, the contaminated soil that is removed, along with excess 

construction soil from subway construction, excavations for foundations, and other projects, is 

being deposited in the rural landscape.  Dotting the rural areas are commercial fill operations 

covering many hectares that accept hundreds of truckloads of these soils every day without an 

adequate level of oversight from the provincial government.  Soil with cyanide, oil, salt, and 

other contaminates threatens our groundwater supply and croplands. 

Concerned citizens have formed the Ontario Soil Regulation Task Force (OSRTF) to work with 

industry, provincial agencies, and municipalities to bring attention to this issue and to seek 

solutions.  A Clean Soil Act would fill loopholes in the existing provincial legislation and 

regulations and institute best management practices to ensure that contaminated soil is 

responsibly dealt with to keep our water and food safe.  More details can be found on our 

website at www.osrtf.ca. 

As a candidate and as an MPP would you support a Clean Soil 

Act? 

Please reply to Ontario2014@osrtf.ca by adding “Yes” or “No” to the subject line.   The results 

will be distributed through our member associations to their concerned voters. 

 

Ian McLaurin 

Chair, OSRTF 

 


