
Ontario Needs a Solution 

 

We have a problem 

Across rural Ontario there are dozens of sites where hundreds of trucks 

dump excess construction soil every day.   

Some of that soil is contaminated.   

• One site in an area of high aquifer vulnerability has cyanide at 3000 

times the allowable limit.   

• Remediated soil supplied to a sheep farm was found to have metals 

especially toxic to sheep and had to be removed.   

• A homeowner who accepted a few loads of soil stopped using his 

well after receiving test results of a carcinogenic dry cleaning fluid 

in his well water. 

A single commercial fill operation can accept hundreds of truckloads a day for several years -- enough to cover tens 

of hectares and collect millions of dollars in tipping fees.  Yet they are often approved with a simple and 

inexpensive over-the-counter municipal permit, without public notice or soil testing. If the developers say they are 

building a federally-regulated aerodrome, they proceed without any government oversight. 

 

Concerned local residents have investigated many soil dumps and formed citizens groups demanding action from 

the government agencies and their politicians.  Several of these groups have organized under the name Ontario 

Soil Regulation Task Force, and are asking the Ontario Legislature to take action. 

A Clean Soil Act 

A Clean Soil Act (as outlined overleaf) would; 

1) Provide enforceable standards to specify what quality of soil and nature of the operation is appropriate to 

be placed in any specific location. 

2) Provide a level playing field for all operators. 

3) Enable municipalities and conservation authorities to assure their residents that the soil they receive is 

suitable to the environment and respectful of their health and the enjoyment of their property. 



A Clean Soil Act 

A Clean Soil Act can incorporate these specific measures that OSRTF believes Ontario could implement 

to contribute to a solution to the problems (described on the reverse) of unregulated commercial fill 

operations and contaminated soil affecting Ontario’s green spaces, farmland, and water. 

1.  Ministry of the Environment 

a) MOE to amend O. Reg. 153 to require soil quality documentation on excavated soil and to track 

excess soils to receiving sites; 

b) MOE to bring their voluntary Excess Soils: A Guide Best Management Practices document into  

their regulatory framework as a mandatory requirement; 

c) MOE to develop soil quality standards for “clean fill” receiving sites; and 

d) MOE to regulate sites receiving contaminated soils as waste sites. 

 

2. Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing  

a)  MMAH to designate commercial fill operations as a land use under the Planning Act; 

b)  MMAH to require soil management plans in development projects; 

c) MMAH to prohibit commercial fill operations in specific sensitive areas designated in provincial 

plans such as for the Greenbelt, Oak Ridges Moraine, and Niagara Escarpment; and 

d) MMAH to provide advice and guidance to municipalities through model by-laws on fill 

management. 

 

3. Ministry of Natural Resources  

a) MNR to expand the Conservation Authorities focus to address commercial fill operations in a 

comprehensive manner; and 

b) MNR to develop a best practices guide for municipalities on the redevelopment of former 

aggregate pits that addresses commercial fill impacts for soil quality, landform conservation, and 

rehabilitation practices. 

 

4. Ministry of Infrastructure and Ministry of Transportation 

a) These Ministries to require management plans for the excess soil from construction projects 

under their jurisdiction. 

 

Support the Ontario Soil Regulation Task Force to protect Ontario’s 

green space, farmland, and drinking water from dirty dirt. 

 

www.osrtf.ca 

info@osrtf.ca 

 
Contact:  Debbie Gordon  dgordon@stormcoalition.org  905-841-9200 x121 

Josh Garfinkel  joshg@earthroots.org  416-599-0152 x15 


