
LCCW posed this question to the Candidates on September 24
th

 2014 

 

 
Good day. 
  
Our group, Lakeridge Citizens for Clean Water, has been active with the fill issue in southern Ontario for 
the past 4 years since the situation at Earthworx on Lakeridge Road. We have seen, throughout the GTA, 
that excess construction soil from development projects has degraded the local environment with 
contaminated soil, degraded landforms, and altered infiltration to the groundwater.  Residents near 
unsightly commercial fill operations have suffered from heavy traffic, dust, runoff, noise, and concern 
over reduced property values. 
  
What is your view on how our environment and quality of life in Scugog can be protected from some of 
the adverse impacts associated with filling operations? 

  
Do you see commercial fill operations as a valuable source of revenue for this Township? 

  
Our intention is to share your responses with our membership. We thank you for your speedy response 
in this busy time. 
  
Sincerely, 
Carmela Marshall 
LCCW 

 

  

 

    Answer                        Date Received  

MAYOR 

     

MERCIER, 

Chuck 

 

 

No response to date  

ROWETT, 

Tom 

 

Hi Carmela, 

 

Thank you for your countless hours of dedication in dealing with 

this serious matter. 

 

As of the January 2015 contract expiry, I would order independent 

September 

25th, 2014 



testing from a company, like Golder and Associates, to do full 
bore hole testing.  If testing has been done all along, there should 

be no objection.  When those results come back okay, we move 

forward on the same page.  If there are issues, they must rectify 

before considering any renewal. 

 

We need to make it clear that all commercial fill operations must 

comply to our municipal bylaws. 

 

After this is satisfactory, we can deal with other issues such as 

runoff, intended use (lack of compaction), property values, road 

traffic, noise etc. 

 

There has been plenty of talk.  It is time for action. 

 

There are things council can do.  As a new mayor and a new 

council, we will do our part and start everyone on the same page. 

 

I do not see commercial fill as the industry Scugog should be 

known for.  The net revenues received and potential net revenues, 

pale in comparison to the residents' loss in home equity value and 

enjoyment of life.  In addition, the risk of contaminating our water 

system is a liable that can not be measured. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Tom Rowett 

For Mayor of Scugog 

 

Website:  www.TomRowett.ca 

email:  tom@tomrowett.ca 

Facebook:  www.Facebook.com/TomRowettforMayor 

Twitter:  @Tom_Rowett 

Campaign Phone: 905-985-0365 

Campaign Text: 289-271-3468 
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COUNCILLOR WARD 1—Please see the attachment under  the UPDATES page for Ward 1 candidate 

responses,  as these candidates were asked a slightly different question. 

BURKE, Scott   

JANSSEN, 

Tony 

  

MAHONEY, 

Joe 

  

SOMERVILLE, 

Betty 

  

  

COUNCILLOR WARD 2 

GUIDO, 

Janna 

No response to date 

 

 

HANCOCK, 

John R. 

Hello Carmela 

Landfill is unfortunately a necessary evil in today's society that 

wants to build. Buildings do not rest on the surface, nor do bridges 

or roadways, they all require good firm foundations. This requires 

that holes be dug and concrete and compacted material be put in 

to ensure that the buildings do not just crack and fail 

This means that we need to find a place to store this fill. Often 

people use holes dug by quarry operators, who in turn have dug 

out gravel and sand  that has gone into the concrete that the 

bridges and roadways are using. We also need fill in order to level 

land that is not suitable in its original state for the 

construction/roads that are being placed upon it 

So, given the fact that fill will be a necessary evil,  then it is 

incumbent upon us, on the council, to try to ensure that we handle 

it appropriately. In Scugog's case and with the Greenbank airport 

development we have tried to put in place checks and systems to 

ensure that while we accept fill to be used in this federally 

controlled facility, that the fill that we get is as clean as can be 

without checking every individual cubic yard. Testing and 

checking where it comes from and where it is placed so that we 

can be as certain as we can that we are not receiving contaminated 

fill which in turn might possibly pollute our water table 

September 

24th, 2014 



The system that we have is unique and a national example so far 
as how to handle fill and reduce possible problems 

When referring to seeing fill as a valuable source of revenue I 

think that that would be a short sighted view. An operation such 

as the Greenbank airport is a one off and cannot be considered as 

a regular and secure source of revenue as far as the township goes. 

The revenue gained however does go towards recovering some of 

the investment that we have made in terms of legal consultation, 

road maintenance, etc 

If Scugog was to consider fill as a source of revenue then we 

would be opening other areas in the township and having trucks 

running all over the place. But we don't. 

I hope this helps and that you pass along my responses to your 

membership 

Regards 

John 

 

Sent from my iPad 
 

  

COUNCILLOR WARD 3 

KETT, Don Although  I am running on the island and far removed from any fill sites I 
do feel sorry for the residents of Greenbank who have Mount Rushmore 
in their backyards. Who will be responsible for the clean up once these 
companies vacate. In my opinion no amount of revenue will give these 
people back their community. 
Don Kett 

416-554-8195 

905-985-3061 fax 
 

September 

25th, 2014 

McKEE, Bill Ms. Marshall: I have looked at some the information on 
your website. There are a lot of regulations and definitions 
of everything. My thinking is since the regulations are there, 
enforcement is the next step. Obviously, anything not eco-
friendly should be removed or not allowed in. The various 
types of what is defined as soil breaks down at different 
speeds. 
What kind of contaminants are within each type of soil when 
reacting with what is already there is a question. It must 
take several years and many feasibility studies to arrive at 
that answer. But anything that negatively changes the 
ecosystem in place shouldn't be allowed. I like the fact that 

September 

25th, 2014 



Clarington has their by-law in place. Could it be a possibility 
here? I don't see why not. Soil testing should be continual 
and I think that the Ministry or the region should monitor 
that.I'm not sure how many experts know the long term 
effects of the soil with respect to contaminants, because 
simply, they haven't been around long enough. I'm sure that 
it must take several decades before the effects begin 
showing up.With regard to Scugog's quality of life, the 
immediate effects are the tangible ones. The dust, noise etc 
that you mentioned are fortunately short term. But what are 
the long term effects on health? Again we don't know YET. 
To protect us, I should think it would take some very 
responsible members of the MOE to enforce it. So I guess 
what I'm saying is, a steady monitoring of the process, strict 
enforcement, and constant quality testing are needed. That 
is likely idealistic and expensive, but I think we should 
forego expense for the sake of health. 
I hope that answers your first question.  
Is fill a valuable revenue source for Scugog? Anything that 
brings money into the Twp. has some merit providing that 
money goes to the betterment of the Twp and not some 
unnecessary luxury. The problem here is what is the 
downside for that money? Again, do we sacrifice health for 
revenue? The key is is it worth it? Let us not look strictly at 
what it brings in, but more so the overall picture.Not being 
privy to all the previous council reports, I think we need to 
see the numbers as they say, weigh it against what the 
residents want and decide from there. I will say that it would 
take an awful lot of convincing to say that it is worth it. 
Without fill Scugog would survive. Without people it 
wouldn't. I hope question number 2 is answered.  
Thank you for your email. I will also say that I will keep 
researching to learn more about it. Thank You. Bill. 
 

  

COUNCILLOR WARD 4 

HOPKINS, 

Aaron 

No response to date  

WOTTEN, 

Wilma 

No response to date  



  

 

COUNCILLOR WARD 5 

 

BACK, 

Jennifer 

HI Carmela, 

I believe you already know my stance on this! 

I am against this current "airport" and wished that the township 

would 

have fought it more like Burlington did (and won both the intial 

case and 

the appeal...that while there is dirt being dumped it is municipal 

and 

federal once the planes start flying) 

I do not want to see this as a pattern or a new revenue stream for 

Scugog...I do not want to see yet another of these "airports" in this 

township...I fear with the current council this will be the first of 

many...it is not the way to go, I don't want money at the cost of 

the 

water, the environment or the way of life for residents...this is the 

wrong way to go. 

I am concerned that the closed down Lakeridge site will be re-

opened...not 

the way to go...I will not support this. 

Jennifer Back 

 
 

 

September 

24th, 2014 

DANSON, 

Howard 

No response to date  

 


