
Good Improvements on MOE’s Excess SOIL BMP 
Guidelines-significant parts highlighted and underlined 
 
(Comments provided by the Ontario Soil Regulation Task Force)  

 
 
Qualified person 
  “The QP should use a risk-based approach and take into consideration the effects of loading 
associated with the concentrations of individual contaminants in soil and the impacts on the pre-
existing, ambient conditions at the site. This will likely require a QP who is qualified to prepare or 
supervise a risk assessment, as set out section 6 of Ontario Regulation 153/04.” 

 
Soil Quality 
“Soil placement should not degrade the existing conditions at a Receiving Site; for example, a new 
contaminant should not be introduced to the Receiving Site and the concentration of an existing 
contaminant should not be increased at the Receiving Site.” 
 

 
Consultation and Engagement  
“Public consultation by the owners/operators of potential Receiving Sites is highly 
recommended and may be undertaken in conjunction with other public communication 
activities, such as those required for the purpose of zoning or permitting through municipal 
by-laws. If undertaken in conjunction with other communication activities, the event should 
be advertised to include information-sharing specific to the soil management 
activities.” 
 

Maintaining Records 

“It is recommended that records be retained for a minimum of 7 years after the completion of all 

excess soil management activities or the removal of all excess soil from a Temporary Soil Storage 

Site” 

Invasive Species 

“Disturbance and exposure of un-vegetated soil can also contribute to the establishment of 

invasive plants. Consideration should be given to controlling the introduction and spread of invasive 

species during all excess soil management activities.” 

 

 



Municipalities and Conservation Authorities 

“The Provincial Policy Statement and Provincial Plans, such as the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation 

Plan, Niagara Escarpment Plan, Greenbelt Plan and Source Water Protection Plans, contain specific 

policies related to protection of ground and surface water resources, features and systems, 

including highly vulnerable aquifer areas, as well as natural heritage features and systems. They 

also contain policies on site alteration within, and adjacent to, these features and systems, including 

landform conservation. Municipalities should consider a proactive evaluation of whether there 

are areas within the municipality which are not suitable for receiving excess soils or certain types 

of excess soils and build these areas into their municipal management regime, such as site-

alteration by-laws. 

… A strategic and long-term management plan developed at a municipal level would be beneficial 

to anticipate soil generation and soil demand projects in order to plan soil reuse opportunities” 

Procurement 

“Procurement documents should specify the need for a Soil Management Plan at a Source Site, 

and the need to identify the appropriateness of Receiving Site(s) based on a Fill Management Plan.” 

Source site 

“.. When excess soil is removed from the Source Site and transported to a Receiving Site:  

each load should be accompanied by documentation signed by the Source Site QP that 
includes appropriate and representative soil analyses from the soil at the Source Site 
confirming the soil quality is acceptable for the intended Receiving Site in accordance with 
the Receiving Site’s Fill Management Plan; “ 
 
 

Receiving Sites 
 
“undertake public consultation to ensure local community and land owners are aware of the 
proposal and have an opportunity to comment; and  

ensure the comments received are taken into consideration and are used to 
inform the final design and operation of the Receiving Site. “ 
 

 
audit sampling protocols consisting of:  

“ sufficient to produce results that would be 
representative of the volume of excess soil that is being received from each Source 
“Site; and a  
 
 



“Owners/operators of a Receiving Site may need to provide Financial Assurance….. before the site 

begins operating or during operations,” 

Temporary Soil Storage Sites 

“Generally, temporary soil storage activities should be located outside of areas regulated by 

Conservation Authorities.” 

 

ONTARIO REGULATION 153/04 AND THE SOIL AND GROUND WATER 

STANDARDS 

“The Standards are not intended to address overall soil management activities. For example, the 

Standards are based on assumed contaminant volumes and loadings and do not account for wide 

variance in soil volume and contaminant loadings which may occur with general soil management. 

QPs using the Standards in Tables 1-9 must ensure they are aware of how the Standards were 

developed, and the important assumptions behind the Standards are considered when they are 

applied to excess soil management activities. The assumptions and methods used in the 

development of the Standards are fully described in the rationale document. In undertaking this 

assessment, the QP should take into consideration the effects of loading associated with the 

concentrations of individual contaminants in soil and the impacts on the pre-existing, ambient 

conditions at the site, including the introduction of new contaminants to a Receiving Site. This will 

likely require a QP who is qualified to prepare or supervise a risk assessment, as set out section 6 of 

Ontario Regulation 153/04.” 

 
 
“When considering the applicability of the Standards for use at a particular site, it is 
important to note that elevated concentrations of contaminants when compared to the 
Standards do not necessary imply that:  

ironment;  

 

 
An elevated concentration when compared to the Standards may suggest that additional site-

specific studies, evaluations or assessments are warranted. These additional site-specific studies, 

evaluations or assessments should, at a minimum, be done in accordance with these best 

practices.” 

 

 



 Improvements Needed to MOE’s BMP for Excess SOIL 

 BMP Guidelines to become regulation 

 Soil Quality Standards to be developed for “clean 

fill” sites  

 Specify frequency of testing for outgoing soil from 

source sites and incoming soil for receiving sites 

 Direction on appropriate location for large-scale fill  

receiving sites 

 

 

 


